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standard to expect, but any deviation from the objective
attitude will almost certainly lead to error and confusion. Such
a pitfall inevitably awaited the exponents of "Geopolitik" in
pre-war Germany, Italy and Japan.
Objectivity should be the guiding light of the political
geographer. There is no easy road to the solution of problems
of the State, neither within its internal political framework
nor in inter-State relations. Indeed the statement of such
problems is often a difficult task, especially as the use of the
word "problems" suggests that solutions are available. Professor
Azcarate, with his detailed knowledge and personal experience
of international affairs, lays emphasis on this point. "As though
the 'problem' of minorities (or any problem of a political or
social nature) were as susceptible of solution as those of
physics and mathematics,"1 he writes. Ways of living, modes
of thought, adaptations to physical conditions, are the outcome
of experiment, of trial and error, and can be accurately assessed
only when regarded objectively and with detachment. While
not necessarily permanent nor unchangeable, they must be
recognized as existing.
Furthermore, political societies require the right to formulate
and operate their own systems provided they do not imperil
the survival of other societies. This degree of tolerance must
precede any effort to integrate the diverse and disparate
political systems of the world; it is an essential prerequisite
which is all too frequently overlooked, and never more so than
by the believers in Geopolitik which reached its zenith in
Germany between the two world wars. They committed the
fatal error of subordinating means to the end of German
hegemony. Their outlook and literature were entirely subjective
and represented a prostitution of the methods and results of
Political Geography. This was all the more unfortunate in
that many German university teachers and research workers
devoted much time and energy to the task of discovering
evidence in support of the false Nazi doctrines.
It is to be hoped that these baseless myths have been
destroyed, but Geopolitik, in attempting to give a scientific
1 P. de Azcirate, League of Nations and Motional Minorities, Washington,
I945,p.vii.